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THE SEsIWAR IN TEACHING MAKING 


Gerald O'Grady 


Historically, the pedagogical aims and the designs of courses and programs in film 
and television "production" in the American university have been undocumented and un- 
examined. Although there were numerous exceptions ~-- one thinks of the Harry Alan Potam- 
kin school in New YOrk and the classes of Sidney Peterson at the San Francisco Art 
Institute -- the teaching unsually centered about the studio and concerned itself with 
preparing the student to produce the traditional narrative feature or the station do- 
cumentary, and even then, no one -- not to mention several different -- "tutorial tra- 
ditions" established itself in film. 

In the past quarter-century, we have experienced the minisculization of film equip- 
ment, the relative national affluency which made possible the purchase of equipment by 
individual filmmakers, and the exploration of the cinematic form by artists first 
schooled in painting, sculpture and poetry -- more than one thousand register them- 
selves as independent filmmakers with our three cooperatives. 

Artist-in-residency programs, the gradual understanding that learning by enactment, 
by doing, was at least as important as learning by symbolic transfer, by talking about, 
and the experimentation at all levels of education in the 1960's have led to growing 
programs in the "creation" of cinema and video. 

More and more frequently, today's student is engaged in a program which encourages 
him to be the total maker -- conceiver, cameraman, editor, etc. -- of the work; to 
express himself not only in personal forms, the autobiographical film and advocacy 
reportage, but in cerebral forms which self-reflexively investigate the very act and 
materials and techniqves of making itself; to interface the moving images of celluloid 
with those electronically generated on videotape: and to pursue paracinematic and multi- 
media modes of articulating situations as well as modes evolved from sophisticated 
anthropological and psychological, and even cybernetic and bio-energetic theories. 
Despite the diversity of the endeavor, perhaps because of it, there seems to be al- 
most no interchange of information, and then new methods of teaching are also undocu- 
mented and unexamined. The field is more chaos than cosmos. 

During the past year, I myself encountered problems in the perception of the field 
in attempting to play a role in the Educational Advisory Committee of the American 
Film Institute; I felt the need to define film and media "study" as a member of that 
sub-committee of the National Committee on Regional Film and Television Resources and 
Services; and I became concerned with criteria for programs and workshops ag a parti- 
cipant on the University-Wide Committee on the Arts for the State University of New 
York and on the Film/TV/Media Panel of the New York State Council on the Arts. My 
fellow sub-committee member on media "study," John Culkin, and the Arts Associate of 
the SUNY Committee, Patty Kerr Ross, enthusiastically supported the idea of a seminar 
on teaching making, and I turned to the Buffalo staffs of the Center for Media Study,,. 
the Instructional Communication Center, and Media Study Incorporated to conceptualize 
and implement such an interchange. 

The seminar's simple terms of order, introductory and advanced work in film and 
video workshops, rounded out by some perspectives by incongruity, to echo Kenneth 
Burke -- some doubts, thoughts, reflections, visions and questions -- are designed 
not to set constraints, but to release varieties, to echo David Riesman. It is a 
gome-ary seminar, not a summary conference. We have invited the field's leading aca-— 
demic practitioners to Buffalo, not in search of a model curriculum or a pilot progran, 
but simply to give their ideas resonance and currency among each other and a small 


~ body of those directly concerned with nourishing the arts. The intent is to provide an 


intellectual environment in which those who care deeply about these problems can open 
their thinking to interaction, expansion, and refinement, as well as to scrutiny, 
question and criticism. 
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We hope that the participants and guests will go to the very root of the problems. 
Can creativity in film or any other art be taught at all? Is school the institution in 
which to attempt to teach it? Why? Why not? Does teaching place the creativity of the 
artist himself in peril? 

Why do we teach as we do? How do we do it? With what equipment? How have I done 
it, how is it done at my school and how should it ideally be done? What materials are 
needed, what methods work best, and what constitutes a design for learning? Why? 

What is the relation of a program dedicated to the personal film to the traditional 
programs focussing on the narrative and documentary film, the commercial film? What is 
the relation between expression and communication? Are the students preparing for a 
career or a careen? What kinds of films and tapes are they making? Who is seeing them? 
Need media students be familiar with the cinematic and videographic tradition? How can 
students get access to what has been done in experimental videotaping? Are the video 
students all repeating the same experiments? Is it possible to create a situation in 
which they can feedforward? 

Does a video workshop deal with the structuring of electronic energy, with inter- 
personal feedback, or with performance? Is the work made for public broadcast, for home 
playback or for the museum? Are the intended audience and the viewing environment com- 
positional elements of the work? 

Should film and video be taught together? Should they be taught in the lower 
schools? How does the position of artist-in-residence differ from the position of tea- 
cher? What are the strengths and weaknesses of the former role? 

One subject for another seminar (to be held in September) has already emerged. 
How can we plan and finance the designing of portable, durable, economic equipment for 
the workshops in experimental video and sound, in the intermix of the electronic arts? 

The papers and excerpted discussions at the Seminar and other materials requested 
from the participants will be published in the journal, Media Study. 
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2042 Green Street 

San Francisco, California 
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Mr, James Blue 
Co-Director, Media Center 
Rice University 
Houston, Texas 
713-522-7997 
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Ms. Jane Brakhage 

Box 6 

Rollinsville, Colorado 
303-258-3389 
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Mr. Stan Brakhage 
Filmmaker/Teacher: 
Art Institute/Chicago 
University of Colorado/Boulder 
Home: Box 6 
Rollinsville, Colorado 
303-258-3389 
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Mr. Tony Conrad 

Art Department 
Antioch College . 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 
513-767-7331 
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Mr. Ed Emshwiller 
Filmmaker 

43 Red Maple Dirve North 
Wantagh, New York 11793 
516-PES-6688 


Ms. Louise Etra 

Video Access Center/Experimental 
Project - 

Television Laboratory/Channel 13 

NYU School of the Arts 

51 West 4th Street 

New York, New York 


10003 
212-598-3703 


Mr. William Etra 

Video Access Center/Experimental Project 
Television Laboratory/Channel 13 

NYU School fo the Arts 

51 West 4th Street 
New York, New York 
212-598-3703 
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Mr, Hollis Frampton 
Filmmaker 

Associate Professor 

Center for Media Study | 
A-8/SUNY/Buffalo, New York 
716-831-4804 


°14214 


Mr. Robert Gardner 

Professor 

Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massacusetts. 
617-495-3254 
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Mr. Ernie Gehr 
Filmmaker/Teacher: 
Bard College ne 
SUNY/Binghanton _ 

272 Degraw Street” 

Brooklyn, New York 

212-624-3177 
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Mr. Larry Gottheim 
Cinema Department 
SUNY/Binghamton 
Binghamton, New York. 
607-798-4997 — 
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Mr. Ken Jacobs 


Cinema Department (on leave: '73-'74) 
Home: 94 Chambers Street 
New York, New York 10007 


212-227-3144 


Mr. Irving Kriesberg 
Filomaker/Teacher 


"Empire State College 


Long Island Learning Center 
Box 130 

Old Westbury, New York — 11568 
516-997-4700 
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Cinema Department 
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1010 Wien, Austria 
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Mr. Standish Lawdor 
Department of History of Art 
Yale University 

56 High Street 

New Haven, Connecticut 
203-436-0731 


Mr. Richard Leacock 
Professor, MIT Film Section 
Building E21-010 _ 

77 Massachusetts Avenue 
MIT 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 
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Mr. Richard Myers 

Art Department 

Kent State University 
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Filmmaker 
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Director: 
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Dr. Vladimir Petric 

Henry C. Luce Professor 

Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
617-495-3254 


02138 


Mr. Paul Sharits 

Assistant Professor 

Center for Media Study 
A-8/SUNY/Buffalo, New York 
716-831-4804 


14214 


Mr. Stan Vanderbeek 

Art Department 

University of South Florida 
Tampa, Florida 33620 
813-974-2360 


Mr. Willard Van Dyke 
Director/Department of Film 
Museum of Modern Art 
19 West 53rd Street 
New York, New York 
212-956-4204 
ALSO: Filmmaker 
SUNY College at Purchase 
Purchase, New York 10577 
914-253-5190 
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Ms. Steina Vasulka 

Video Workshops 

Media Study, -Incorporated 
3325 Bailey Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 
716-835-3088 
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Mr. Woody Vasulka 

Video Workshops 

Media Study, i ecousecatea 
3325 Bailey Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 
716-835-2088 


14215 


Mr. Sol Worth 
Annenberg School of Communication 


University of Pennsylvania 


3620 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
215-594-7037 
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Mr. Walter Wright 

Department of Film 

York University 

Toronto, Canada 

416-527-6462 

ALSO: Experimental Television Laboratory 
164 Court Street 
Binghamton, New York 13901 
607-723-9509 
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INVITED GUESTS: 


Ms. Chloe Aaron 
Director/Public Media Programs 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Washington, D,C, 20506 
202+382-6178 


Mr. David Aaron 
Filmmaker 

1517 30th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C, 20007 
202-333-2741 


Ms. Marlene Arvan 

Coordinator 

Center for Understanding Media 
75 Horatio Street 
New York, New York 
212-989-1000 
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Mr. Anthony Bannon 
Drama Critic 

Buffalo Evening News 
One News Plaza 
Buffalo, New York 
716-849-4506 
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Mr. Stephen Benedict 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund 

30 Rockefeller Plaza, Room 5450 
New York, New York 10020 
212-247-8135 


Mr. Peter Bradley 

Director of Programs’ 
Film/TV/Media/Literature 

New York State Council on the Arts 
250 West 57 Street 
New York, New York 
212-586-2040 


10019 


Mr. Forrest P. Chisman 

Executive Assistant 

John and Mary R. Markle Foundation 
50 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 
212-265-2795 


10020 


Dr. John Culkin 

Director, 

Center for Understanding Media 
75 Horatio Street 
New York, New York 
212-989-1000 


10014 
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Dr. Ronald Green 

Associate Director/Media Study, Inc. 

3325 Bailey Avenue 

Buffalo, New York 

716-835-2088 

ALSO: Assistant Professor (on leave) 
Department /Literature/Film 
American University §: 
Washington, D,C, 


14215. 
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Ms, Barbara Haspiel 

Deputy Director 

Film/TV/Literature 

Film Program Associate 

New York State Council on the Arts 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, New York 
212-586-2040 


10019 


Mr. John Hightower 

President 

Associated Councils of the Arts 
1564 Broadway 

New York, New York 
212-586-3731 


10036 


Mr. Ralph Hocking 
Director 
Experimental Television parorer ot 
164 Court Street 
Binghamton, New York 
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Mr. Gary Hogan 
Associate Professor 
Hartford Art School 
200 Bloomfield Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut sae ad 
203-523-4811 oe: 
Mr. Richard Kapp 
Ford Foundation 

320 East 43rd Street 
New York, New York 
212-573-5000 
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Mr. Howard Klein 

Director of the Arts Programs 
The Rockefeller Foundation — 
111 West 50th Street 
New York, New York 
212-265-8100 
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Mr. Gilbert Konishi 

TV/Media Associate 

New York State Coucnil on the Arts 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, New York 
212-586~2040 


10019 


Mr. Terry Krieger 

Program Specialist 

Educational Programs 

National Endowment for the Humanities 
Washington, D.C, 20506 

202-382-8891 


Mr. Ed Lynch 

Center for Understanding Media 
75 Horatio Street 
New York, New York 
212-989-1000 


10014 


Dr. Herbert McArthur 

Assistant Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Programs 

State University of New York 

99 Washington Avenue 

Albany, New York 12210 

518-474-4065 


Mr. Jonas Mekas 
Anthology Film Archives 
80 Wooster Street 
New York, New York 
212-CH3-1147 
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Ms. Jeanne Mulcahy 

Assistant Director 

Film/TV Programs 

National Endowment for the Humanities 
Washington, D.C, 20506 

202-382-5538 


Mr. Scott Nygren 

Instructor 

Center for Understanding Media 

75 Horatio Street 

New York, New York 10014 

ALSO: Project Director 
Western New York Regional 

Film Program 

Media Study, Incorporated 
3325 Bailey Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 
716-835-2088 


14215 


Ms. Roberta Plutzik 
Theater Reviewer 
Buffalo Courier-Express 
787 Main Street 
Buffalo, New York 
716-847-5398 


14203 


Mr. John Reilly 
Director/Video Study Center 
Global Village 

454 Broome Street 
New York, New York 
212-966-7526 


10012 


Ms. Lucille Rhodes 
Filmmaker/Consultant to Film Program 
New York State Council on the Arts 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, New York 
212-586-2040 


10019 


Ms. Patricia Kerr Ross 

Associate for the Arts 
University-wide Programs in the Arts 
State University of New York 

99 Washington Avenue 

Albany, New York 12210 
518-474-4962 


Mr. Allen Sapp 

Director, Arts/Worth Foundation 

Rand Building 

Buffalo, New York 

ALSO: Executive Director 
American Council for the Arts 

in Education 

60 East 42nd Street, Suite 638 
New York, New York 10017 
212-697-3490 


Mr. David Stewart 
Director/National Program Projects 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
888 16th Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C, 20006 
202-293-6160 


Mr. George Stoney 

Director 

Alternate Media Center of NYU 
144 Bleeker Street 
New York, New York 
212-598-3338 


10012 
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Dr. David Thaxton 

Assistant Director 

Educational Services 

American Film Institute 

John F, Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Vashington, D.C. 

202-833-9300 


20566 


Ms. Barbara Van Dyke 
International Film Seminars 
595 tlest End Avenue 
New York, New York 
212-787-4742 


10024 


Mr. William Watson 
Television Arts Project 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 
212-924-8266 


10019 


Mr. William Wees 
Department of. English 
McGill University 

P. O. Box 6970 
Montreal 101, Quebec 
Canada 


Mr. James Wood 

Associate Director 
Albright-Knox Art Gallery. 
1285 Elmwood Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 14222 
716-882-8700 

Dr. Peter Wood 

Associate Director/Humanities 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
111 West 50th Street 
New York, New York 
212-265-8100 
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HOSTS: 


Mr. Mare Chodorow 
Administrative Assistant 
Media Study, Incorporated 
3325 Baiely Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 
716-835-2088 


14215 
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Mr. Seth Feldman 

Research Assistant 

Center for Media Study 
A-8/SUNY/Buffalo, New York 
716-831-4804 


14214 


Ms. Louisa Green 

Research Associate 

Instructional Communication Center 
22 Foster Annex 
SUNY/Buffalo, New York 
716-831-2147 


14214 


Ms. Christine Nygren 
Administrative Assistant 
Center for Media Study 
A-8/SUNY/Buffalo, New York 
716-831-4804 
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Mr. Ralph Gallo 

Media Study, Incorporated 
3325 Baitey Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 
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14215 
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